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MINUTES 
Murfreesboro City School Board 

6 p.m., Tuesday, February 28, 2017 
Council Chambers 

 
ATTENDANCE:  Chair Butch Campbell, Vice Chair Nancy Rainier, Wesley Ballard, Collier Smith, 
Jared Barrett, Phil King, David Settles. 
 
Staff:  Dr. Linda Gilbert, Gary Anderson, Ralph Ringstaff, Lisa Trail, Greg Lyles, Emily Spencer, Jenny 
Ortiz, Shavon Davis-Louis 
 
Assistant City Attorney Kelley Baker and City Council Liaison Bill Shacklett. 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER BY BOARD CHAIR 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Gracelyn Azbell, a first grader at Bradley Academy; Sydney 
Brown, a third grader, and Harper Brown, a kindergartener, from Cason Lane Academy. 
 
Moment of Silence 
 
II.   APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Wesley Ballard moved to approve the agenda. Nancy Rainier seconded the motion.  All approved by 
saying aye.  
 
III. COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Before Lisa Trail reviewed the communications, Dr. Gilbert mentioned that we have a letter of support 
for the Pre-K application grant that will come from the Board, and she will be asking Mr. Campbell to 
sign that. 
 
Cindy Cliché has been invited to present at the National Council of Supervisors of Mathematics’ 
Conference in April.  NCSM is a mathematics leadership organization for educational leaders that 
provides professional learning opportunities to support and sustain improved student achievement.  
 
Mitchell Neilson Schools Media Specialist, Katie Capshaw, has been asked to be the co-chair of the 
Professional Development Committee for the Tennessee Association of School Librarians (TASL).  She 
is in charge of putting on a professional development day (mini-conference) in the summer.  
 
Overall Creek Elementary would like to thank the Rogers Group Inc. for their donation and delivery of 
the gravel for the greenhouse bases. One greenhouse has been installed and the other one is scheduled to 
be installed this week.  
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Congratulations to Zach Jones from John Pittard Elementary School who received the Sixth Grade State 
Farm Excellence Award at the Invention Convention.  
Congratulations to Emilio Gomez, also from John Pittard Elementary, who received the Fifth Grade 
Games Individual Champion Award at the Invention Convention. 
 
Erma Siegel would like to thank First United Methodist Church for providing refreshments for their 
New Parent Orientation Social. 
 
Lisa Trail told the Board of some upcoming events such as Reading In the Schools is this Thursday and 
Friday in honor of Dr. Seuss and Reading Across America, Bradley Academy students will be 
performing in the Seussical Junior Performance at the Center for the Arts beginning on March 3-March 
11 with public performances on Fridays and Saturdays, MCS Job Fair is March 18 at Scales, the MCS 
Choir will perform March 9 at Siegel in the gym and the Teacher of the Year Reception will be at 
Oakland’s Mansion on March 16. 
 
Congratulations to Erma Siegel students Austin Bragg and Harrison Zolt who won Best Presentation for 
4th grade at the Invention Convention. 
Congratulations to Erma Siegel students Kyleigh England, Taylyn Rischer, and Marisa Phanthavongsa 
who won Best Presentation for 5th grade at the Invention Convention. 
Congratulations to Erma Siegel 5th graders, Kameryn Galland, Skye Roberts, and Erin Higgins who won 
first place at the Invention Convention and earned a spot to the National Invention Convention in 
Washington, DC. 
 
Angela Pope came forward and introduced the three students who won first place and qualified to go to 
the National Invention Convention.  Ms. Pope explained that this is the first group of students from 
Siegel to make it to the Nationals. The children presented their invention, the E Z swing suit, to the 
Board. They explained that their inspiration were some special needs students at their school.   
 
After the presentation, Mr. Campbell asked if there was anything like this on the market.  They said that 
there is one that is a full swing, but this one is portable and will fit on any swing.  Collier Smith said that 
she knows multiple 5th graders that would like to see the video. She asked if it is on YouTube. Dr. 
Gilbert said that yes, we can get the video out there. Ms. Smith told them that they did an amazing job. 
Mr. Campbell said that this was a great idea. Mr. Barrett asked when we would see the girls on shark 
tank. Mr. Ballard said that he is so proud of the young ladies.  The ladies have so much ingenuity to 
know what is needed. Dr. Gilbert thanked the parents, teachers, and Siegel for their support. Mr. 
Campbell thanked the students and told them that they did a very good job.  
 
IV.  CONSENT ITEMS 
 
Minutes:  Board Retreat January 18, 2017 
Minutes:  Board Meeting January 24, 2017 
 
Second Reading of the Following Policies: 
Board Policy 6.702 Fundraising Activities 
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Approval of School Fees 
 
Phil King made the motion to approve the consent items.  Jared Barrett seconded the motion.  All 
approved by saying aye. 
 
V. ACTION ITEMS 
 
First Reading of the Following Policy: 
Board Policy 4.700 Testing Programs 
 
Dr. Gilbert explained that board policy 4.700 Testing Programs rescinds IS11.  The recommendation 
before the Board was the TSBA policy.  She explained that this policy was very much like the policy 
that we previously had except that now state law requires us to post the testing information on-line, 
which we are doing.  We are recommending 4.700 to replace IS11.  
 
Collier Smith said that the policy refers to “TCAP.” She asked if that was the official name. Dr. Gilbert 
said yes, TCAP includes WIDA, TN Ready, etc.  Mrs. Smith also mentioned that in the 3rd or 4th 
paragraph, it stated that we are not just testing to test, but we will only test for valid purposes or we will 
limit testing.  Dr. Gilbert said yes, that is the verbiage that is used in the law.  
 
Mr. Ballard asked the difference between the old and the new policy.  Dr. Gilbert said that the difference 
was on the second page under parental consent. She explained that it is state law and this is the second 
year that we have implemented that. She also explained that the tests are listed on our website with a 
timeline of testing and an explanation of each test.  
 
Wesley Ballard also asked about line 10 on the first page where it states that we may provide 
information for college entrance and placement. He asked if that was newly added, and Dr. Gilbert said 
that was coming straight out of state law.  Dr. Gilbert asked Kelley Baker if that even needs to be in our 
policy since we are a K-6 school.  Kelley Baker said that we deleted that the last time.  Dr. Gilbert said 
that we would be getting rid of that part.   
 
Nancy Rainier asked if we can use it in the format that workforce development might be coming to 
schools to work with students.  Mrs. Rainier said that she is all for taking it out, but it could be referring 
to workforce development.  Dr. Gilbert said that since it refers to the statewide testing program, she 
didn’t feel that it was needed.  
 
Mrs. Rainier also asked about the parental consent phrase in the policy.  She asked if that means that we 
have to get parental consent for students to take the TCAP. Dr. Gilbert said that was referring to the 
psychological testing. Dr. Gilbert said that there is no opt out of the statewide testing. 
 
Phil King said that in comparing the new policy to the old one when it refers to college, the old policy 
states “aide in counseling and guiding students in planning future education of their endeavors.”  He 
liked that part.  He asked could that sentence be put into the new policy. Dr. Gilbert said that the only 
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change is number 8.  In the new policy number 8 could be deleted.  Number 9 in the new policy would 
become number 8.   
 
David Settles said that he doesn’t think that the testing that we are doing is for college, so he agrees to 
take that part out.  He felt the simpler, the better. Dr. Gilbert said that what we have in that section will 
be exactly like what we had in the old policy.  
 
Jared Barrett asked if TSBA had a recommended policy for testing.  Dr. Gilbert said that is the TSBA 
recommended policy.   
 
Collier Smith said that the lines that she was referring to was 14-17 on the old document. Mrs. Smith 
asked if that is in this policy. Dr. Gilbert said that it is not, but we can put it in. Mrs. Smith said she 
would like that part listed in the new policy. Dr. Gilbert clarified that she would pull lines 14-17 and put 
into this policy and take out the college part. Everyone agreed. 
 
Jared Barrett made the motion to approve board policy 4.700 on first reading with the requested changes 
to be made. Wesley Ballard seconded the motion.  All approved by saying aye. 
 
Second Reading of the Following Policy: 
Board Policy 1.803 Tobacco-Free Schools 
 
Dr. Gilbert said that the discussion at last meeting was to add vaping devices and she has added that. She 
also included the Administrative Directive that goes with this policy (AD BO 13) that is very similar to 
what the details were in the old policy.  Dr. Gilbert said that currently on our signs, we do have that 
smoking and the use of tobacco products are prohibited on all school property.  
 
Nancy Rainier asked if we got a cost of updating signs.  Dr. Gilbert said that her recommendation would 
be to add a small sign that says “this includes vaping” underneath the signs that we currently have. Dr. 
Gilbert asked Mr. Gary Anderson his opinion on that.  Mr. Anderson explained that he did get prices on 
the small signs to be added, and the cost of a 6” x 14” sign would be about 20 dollars per sign.  Mr. 
Campbell asked how many signs we currently have. Mr. Anderson said that we have them at the front of 
each school, but he didn’t know if the Board would want to add them to any of our other facilities.  Mrs. 
Rainier said that she would like to have them at Central Office and the bus garage.  
 
Collier Smith made a motion to approve the second reading of Board policy 1.803. Phil King seconded 
the motion.  All approved by saying aye.  
 
Resolution-Opposition of A-F Grading System for Schools 
 
Dr. Gilbert said that she was asked to construct a resolution about the move of the state to one grade per 
school instead of the separate entities that we currently have.  Dr. Gilbert read the resolution to the 
Board.  Dr. Gilbert said that schools and the state would have the ability to disaggregate the report card 
just as they do now and the idea is that by giving one letter grade, you do not really show what those 
schools can do or are doing, nor do you give any real guidance to schools or to teachers on how to 
improve.  
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Jared Barrett said that he was the one to ask for the resolution.  He went to the MEA/TEA forum with 
the legislators and realized that there were some misconceptions that they were hearing on this and he 
felt that they needed to know where we stand on this issue as a Board.  
 
Dr. Gilbert said that if it is a single grade for each school, it won’t really show what schools are doing. 
Superintendents have really pushed to stay with multiple grades for the districts. Dr. Gilbert said that 
personally she would like to get rid of all grades because it puts too much pressure and doesn’t show 
what schools are doing. She said that this skews what businesses and industries can tell about a school 
district without detailed information.  
 
Jared Barrett said that he went to the Day on the Hill, and would discuss in detail later, but they talked 
about House Bill 449, Senate Bill 536.  Mr. Campbell asked if Mr. Barrett would email the list of bills to 
the Board once again.    
 
Mr.  Campbell said that all of the Board has signed the resolution, so we know that it is going forward.   
Jared Barrett made a motion to approve the resolution.  Nancy Rainier seconded the motion.  All 
approved by saying aye.   
 
Recommendation for Tenure-Jennifer Dowell 
Dr. Gilbert said that Ms. Dowell left us and is coming back and we would like to vote for her 
reinstatement of tenure.  
 
Nancy Rainier asked if 2 years was all she had left of the 5 years. Mr. Ringstaff said that she had 
attained tenure previously and left and came back, so she only has to do 2 years. That is state law.  
 
David Settles asked if she went to another system and came back, would she still have to satisfy the 2 
years? Mr. Ringstaff said yes.   
 
David Settles made the motion to reinstate tenure to Ms. Dowell.  Wesley Ballard seconded the motion. 
All approved by saying aye.  Dr. Gilbert said that Jenny asked that she express her appreciation to the 
Board. She couldn’t be at the meeting tonight.  
 
VI. REPORTS/INFORMATION 
 
Teachers of the Year 
Dr. Gilbert read the names of the District Level and School Level Teachers of the Year. She said that the 
district level teachers had completed the application process and was moving on. Dr. Gilbert says that 
she knows how they much the Board appreciates their hard work and they are an outstanding group of 
teachers. She mentioned that there will be a reception on March 16 at 4:30 at Oakland’s Mansion for all 
Teachers of the Year. 
 
Revenue and Expenditure Report  
Mr. Anderson said that we are at the time of the year that we go into the black because we have sales 
and property tax coming in.  Last year at this time we were up 1,567,000 and this year we are up 
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3,700,000.  Property taxes are up a little over 96,000 from last year at this time. Our sales taxes are up 
437,000 from last year. We are at 55.4% in revenue which was about the same as last year. Last year we 
were at 55.7%.  On our expenditure report, we are at 50.9% and last year we were at 50.5%.  
 
Mrs. Smith asked about the free breakfast and lunch.  She wondered if there was any chance that we 
won’t have that this next year.  Mr. Anderson said that was a very good question.  He explained that it 
was up to the federal government and that we probably won’t know for sure until July.  They have to 
vote on it.  It is part of the farm bill. Mrs. Smith asked if the Board needs to be thinking about this 
during budget time. Mr. Anderson said that yes, they do, although the school nutrition budget was a 
separate budget from the general purpose one, so it would be separate dollars being used and would be 
looking at it at a different time. The general purpose budget would have to be submitted by May 1. Mr. 
Anderson said that hopefully they will make a decision in June.   
 
Personnel Report 
Mr. Anderson said that if there are questions about the personnel report to please see Mr. Ringstaff after 
the meeting.  
 
Enrollment (PTR) Report 
Mr. Anderson handed out the correct PTR report (ended in the 6th period) because the one in the packet 
was an estimate for 2017-2018.  We are up 145 students from last year at the end of the year. Other 
districts were closing recently for sickness, but we still had 94% attendance.  He reviewed the PTR per 
grade level. Pre-K special education numbers are going up.  They went up 8 students this month, but he 
reminded the Board that when they turn 3, we have to bring them into the program. We now have 119 
students.  
 
Nancy Rainier asked about pupil teacher ratio that are close to the limit.  She asked what we were going 
to do to help them stay where they need to be.  She also asked if Mr. Anderson would he not anticipate 
more growth.  Mr. Anderson explained that we roll these numbers up for next year to see where we are 
and where we need to adjust the teacher numbers. There was also some discussion about what areas are 
in our city limits and the growth that we are seeing around town. Mr. Anderson said that he tries to 
factor all of that information in when looking at enrollment and pupil teacher ratio.  
 
Dr. Gilbert said that she thinks that one change with the law is that if you have a subdivision that is in 
the county and wants to be annexed into the city, the entire subdivision would have to vote to come into 
the city. She asked Mr. Shacklett to correct her if she was wrong. Mr. Shacklett said that the property 
owner controls the request.      
 
Mr. Shacklett said that there is a lot of building in the Veteran’s Parkway/Rucker Road area and we just 
need to be attentive to that.  Dr. Gilbert said that the good thing is that planning keeps us informed of 
meetings or things that will impact us.   
 
Mr. Anderson said that we also get maps showing properties that have been annexed.  Mrs. Rainier 
asked Mr. Anderson to please send the Board a copy of that annexation map.  
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Phil King said that in the past they have talked about decision making that goes into closing schools for 
snow, but since other schools have been closing due to sickness, he asked that Dr. Gilbert explain how 
that happens.  He asked if we could close one school and not the whole system.  What would warrant a 
school closing due to illness?  Dr. Gilbert explained that she gets attendance every day.  She would see a 
pattern where one school may have more absent on a certain day, but the next day it might be another 
school in the system. We never saw the district get below 93-94%. She said she never felt like she was at 
a point where she couldn’t cover the schools because of teacher absences.  She also explained that 
closing schools impacts a lot of families so it makes it a tough decision. She said that she would just 
have to watch each day for a pattern before she could make a decision. Dr. Gilbert also stated that this is 
also a concern for the way they want to do the new report card.  Since we are a Pre-K-6 system, we will 
see more illness percentage wise than if we were a Pre-K-8 or a Pre-K-12 system. Also, there will be 
more absenteeism with teachers because we have several teachers that are on maternity leave. There 
tends to be more male teachers in a K-12 system, so that they wouldn’t have that issue as much.   
 
Legislative Update  
Jared Barrett went to TSBA Day on the Hill and gave a report. He said that Senator Tracy was there and 
it was a more relaxed atmosphere so that people could talk to the legislators easier.  Mr. Barrett was 
disappointed in what the Lieutenant Governor had to say.  Mr. Barrett said that he didn’t mention 
education. He said that the Governor did a better job in his speech. He said that the Governor talked 
about teacher raises, increased education spending, gas tax and broadband internet. Mr. Barrett said that 
Mr. Torres with TSBA gave a rundown of all of the bills that TSBA supports and the ones that TSBA 
opposes. Mr. Barrett is going to send that list of bills back out to the Board. Mr. Barrett highlighted the 
bills that he was interested in for the Board. Mr. Campbell thanked Mr. Barrett and told him that was a 
good report. Dr. Gilbert said that she appreciates the stance of the School Board and their keeping up 
with the bills and their support for the district. She appreciates their activity with the legislative process.    
 
Nancy Rainier stated that it is very important for teachers to call or write our State Representatives.   
 
There was more discussion on vouchers, private schools, and allotments per child.  Mr. Settles said that 
with vouchers we could be faced with cherry picking where private schools would have the ability to 
offer scholarships and pick our brightest and best students.  He felt that we need to target parents and let 
them know the truth behind the voucher bill. Mrs. Rainier asked if it would be beneficial to have some 
parent meetings throughout the year to explain the meaning of vouchers, etc.  Mr. Settles said that the 
more information that we can get out, the better.  Dr. Gilbert said that we discussed town hall meetings 
at the board retreat.  She said that she can proceed with that if the Board wants.  Mr. Campbell said that 
he is not against what is being said about the town hall meetings and private schools, but he is not sure 
that it is our responsibility to tell parents what the private schools offer. Dr. Gilbert added that we have 
some great partnerships with private schools in this town which we value very much.   
 
Other Business 
Collier Smith said that she attended the City Schools Foundation Excellence in Education Celebration, 
and it was a wonderful event honoring Mr. John Floyd. She said that the Cason Lane children did a 
fabulous job singing to the group.  She also complimented Lisa Trail on organizing the event.   
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Nancy Rainier reminded the Board members that if they still need to get their training hours in for the 
year, they need to get that in before June 30.  She said that they could look at the TSBA website for 
upcoming conferences. Mr. Campbell said that they could speak with Kayce Kinningham about 
registering for the conferences or Lisa Vancleave could do that for them.  
 
VIII.   ADJOURNMENT 
 
Jared Barrett made the motion to adjourn.  David Settles seconded the motion.  
The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 p.m.   
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
 
Director of Schools  
 
 
 
 
 


