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MINUTES 
Murfreesboro City School Board 
6 p.m., Tuesday, August 9, 2016 

Council Chambers 
 
ATTENDANCE 
Jared Barrett, Chair Butch Campbell, Phil King, Nancy Rainier, and Collier Smith. 
 
Staff: Dr. Linda Gilbert, Gary Anderson, Ralph Ringstaff, Greg Lyles, Joe Marlin, Sheri Arnette, 
Lisa Trail, Sara Walker-Nursing Supervisor 
 
Principals:  Roseann Barton, Robin Newell, Laurie Offutt, Emily Spencer 
 
Assistant City Attorney Kelley Baker 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER BY BOARD CHAIR   
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Cooper Stump, a second grader from Reeves Rogers 
Elementary, Ainsley Hall and Maggie Tate, both sixth graders from John Pittard Elementary, and 
Jon Eric Hall, a fifth grader also from John Pittard Elementary. The Pledge was followed by a 
moment of silence. 
 
II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Phil King moved to approve the agenda.   Jared Barrett seconded the motion. All approved by 
saying aye. 
 
III. COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Mr. Campbell welcomed Wesley Ballard, a new board member, who was in the audience. 
 
Lisa Trail read the following communications: 
 
Greg Lyles, Community Initiatives Coordinator, has been reappointed by Governor Haslam to 
serve another three year term on the Volunteer Tennessee Commission. 
 
Mitchell-Neilson School would like to thank the following supporters: 

• The Experience Church for supporting the Back to School Bash.  They provided 
inflatables, manned carnival games, served over 650 hot dogs, and then cleaned it all up!  
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• First Baptist Church on East Castle, First Baptist Church on Main Street, and the staff at 
BJ’s Restaurant and Brewhouse at The Avenue for their very generous donation of time 
and labor.  They worked tirelessly to beautify our campus and spread mulch on the 
playground.  

• Third Baptist Church, for hosting the Seventh Annual Back to School Luncheon for 
Mitchell-Neilson faculty and staff.  They also provided over 140 backpacks full of school 
supplies!  Third Baptist Church also provides lunch buddies, tutors, and volunteers for 
various other needs we have. 

• Home Depot for their generous donation of large tubs to help us organize our uniform 
closet. 

• Katie Schmeltzer and Sunnette Peay with Parks Realty. They filled a huge bag with 
classroom supplies for every single teacher at Mitchell-Neilson. 

 
Hobgood Elementary held its 60th year Celebration on July 30.  We would like to thank the 
following churches and community organizations that helped to make that event a success: 

• Linebaugh Library 
• Child Advocacy Center 
• Olive Branch Church 
• Real Life Community  
• First Baptist Castle 
• Beesley Animal Foundation 
• Masonic Lodge #347  
• New Vision Church 
• Girl Scouts of America 

 
Erma Siegel Elementary would like to thank:  

• First United Methodist Church provided and scooped over 600 ice creams cones during 
ESE's Open House. 

• MTSU Cheerleader, Maddie Smith dressed as "Siegel the Eagle" to welcome students to 
the 2016-2017 School Year during ESE's Open House and on the 1st Day of School. 

• Northside Baptist Church delivered over 50 backpacks full of school supplies! 
 
Overall Creek would like to thank: 

• Publix on Old Fort Parkway for sponsoring Meet the Teacher night 
 
Cason Lane Academy would like to thank: 

• Wilson Bank for supporting  our open house and opening the first school bank for 
students  

• Christian Life Church for their help during campus cleanup day and supplying tables for 
open house  
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• Fellowship United Methodist Church for the multiple supplies donated for teambuilding 
day at CLA  

• Chick-fil-a for door prizes for teambuilding day at CLA  
• Farm Credit Mid America and the Coordinated School Health Department for funding 

and building a new green house for the Farm to School program 
 
Bradley Academy would like to thank: 

• City Church for their continual support. Every staff member was greeted with welcome 
presents when they returned. 

• Kappa Alpha Si for greeting all of our children on the 1st half day of school 
 
On behalf of Murfreesboro City Schools, we thank the members and volunteers of United Way 
for providing over 1,000 backpacks of school supplies across our district.  
 
Collier Smith said that the long list of supporters was overwhelming.  She thanked everyone for 
their support.  Dr. Gilbert stated that she appreciates the principals for what they do to reach out 
to the community for support and to get things organized.  Chairman Campbell also thanked 
everyone who helped get school started.  
 
IV. CONSENT ITEMS 
 
Minutes: June 13, 2016 
Minutes: June 28, 2016 
 
Jared Barrett moved to approve Consent Items. Nancy Rainier seconded, and all approved by 
saying aye. 
	 	
V. ACTION ITEMS                             
 
Approval of Board Policies: First Reading 

• Policy 4.6000 Grading Policy 
 
Dr. Gilbert explained the recommended policy to the board was based on the TSBA 
recommended policy. She showed the TSBA and recommended MCS Staff version. She 
recommended Administrative Directive ADIS5 to go along with the policy that outlines specifics 
about grading. The AD states that Kindergarten and 1st grade academic part of the report card 
would have letters that stand for progress such as M-Meets, P-Progressing, and N-Needs 
Improvement, and 2nd grade would match 3rd-6th grade with letter grades A,B,C,D and F.  Nancy 
Rainier commented on the part of the AD that talks about reports and conferences during the 
year.  She asked if that should be in the policy.  Dr. Gilbert explained that it shouldn’t be 
included, but that the board would be notified of any changes in the AD.  Collier Smith asked if 
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this is what 2nd grade teachers want.  Sheri Arnette came forth and explained further that 2nd 
grade teachers, that represented all schools, felt that the parents could understand this grading 
scale better and the transition would be easier to move into 3rd grade.  Mrs. Smith asked if this 
will impact this school year. Dr. Gilbert said yes, it will be included on the next progress report 
that goes out.  Mrs. Arnette said that teachers will discuss this with parents. Nancy Rainier asked 
if the report card will change. Sheri said yes it will change some so that it’s easier to understand.  
Nancy Rainier asked if mid progress reports are consistent throughout system.  Sheri said that the 
report card will match the events in the grade book. Jared Barrett asked if the PT conferences 
were up to the board to set.  Dr. Gilbert said yes, it is left up the school system.  
 
Following other discussion, Jared Barrett moved to approve the new policy. Nancy Rainier 
seconded the motion. All approved by saying aye. 
 
 
VI. REPORTS/INFORMATION   
 
Summer Camps and Activities 
 
Greg Lyles had a short power point presentation and talked about the summer camps and 
activities.  He also informed the board that Candy Clifford retired and Jolene Radnoti was hired 
in her place. Mr. Campbell said that it looked there were good activities all summer to reach 
students. 
 
Construction and Maintenance Updates 
Gary Anderson handed out an update on construction projects that happened over the summer at 
various schools.  He told the board that they can go to energy.cityschools.net to watch MCS 
energy consumption. He reported that we received the Energy Efficiency Schools Initiatives, so 
he gave an update on the new interior and exterior lighting at some of the schools. He discussed 
the future projects which include the Black Fox classroom edition which should be ready the 
summer of 2017 and moving the transportation facility to a different location.  All major projects 
are complete.  We will continue to paint schools in the summers. 
  
Revenue and Expenditure Report 
Gary Anderson handed out the unaudited version of the Revenue and Expenditure report for last 
school year and explained it. He stated that we had a good solid year in operations.  Jared Barrett 
asked about the fund balance.  Mr. Anderson said that we basically have a half million dollars 
more. Collier Smith asked Mr. Anderson, at his convenience, if he would send them the fund 
balance report.  
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Personnel Report  
 
Ralph Ringstaff approached the podium and reported that we have hired 83 certified staff and 25 
classified staff (full-time) and several part time staff for this school year. 
 
Mr. Barrett mentioned that he has been hearing stories on the news of other systems not being 
able to get enough teachers hired.  He asked Mr. Ringstaff if we were in that shape.  Mr. 
Ringstaff explained that he and Sheri Arnette started recruiting last February. Mr. Campbell 
asked if we have everyone hired that we need, and Mr. Ringstaff said that we do except for a 
couple of interim positions.  Collier Smith said that we have very large 6th grade classes at 
Reeves Rogers and asked if all of our classes meet the pupil teacher ratio.  She was assured that 
we do. Nancy Rainier wanted to make sure that we are retaining our good teachers.  Mr. 
Ringstaff said that he will compare this year’s number of retirees to the last couple of years and 
get that to the board.  
 
Mr. Campbell mentioned that during budget time this past year, the board discussed bonuses for 
teachers that fall into the gap.  He asked that Mr. Ringstaff provide a number of people that fall 
into that category at the next board meeting. 
 
Enrollment (PTR) Report 
 
Gary Anderson explained the enrollment report to the board.  He said that we were up slightly 
from where we ended last year.  He explained the state’s PTR for K-3 and 4-6. Some of the 
board members were concerned about the small 6th grade class at Erma Siegel (13).  Dr. Gilbert 
stated that she is working on that. She also thanked the principals for their patience during 
teacher moves. 
 
VII. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Mr. Campbell noticed that Mr. Settles (a new board member) was in the audience.  He welcomed 
him.   
 
Nancy Rainier said that several board members went to the summer law conference in 
Gatlinburg.  She mentioned that they talked about the board possibly getting business cards. She 
would like to have their phone numbers printed on the backs of the cards.  
 
Nancy Rainier also mentioned that the board needs to come up with a date for a retreat.   
Collier Smith asked to please email optional days to the board.  
 
Ms. Rainier also mentioned that last year the board attended several PTA meetings at the 
schools.  Lisa Trail will compile a list of dates and times of PTA meetings and get that to the 
board.  
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VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Jared Barrett moved to adjourn. Phil King seconded the motion. All approved by saying aye. 
 
The meeting adjourned at approximately 6:59 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Director of Schools 
 


