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MINUTES 
Murfreesboro City School Board 
6 p.m., Tuesday, May 12, 2015 

Council Chambers 
 
ATTENDANCE 
 
Vice Chair Nancy Rainier, Jared Barrett, Andy Brown, Phil King, Nancy Phillips, Collier Smith 
 
Staff: Dr. Linda Gilbert, Gary Anderson, Karen Hawkins, Caresa Dodson, Ralph Ringstaff, 
Laurie Offutt, Kim Frank, Pam Holden, Joe Marlin, Maria Johnson, Roseann Barton, Tammy 
Sutton, Gene Loyd, Don Bartch, Andrew McKnight 
 
Staff Attorney Kelley Baker, Council Liaison Ron Washington 
 
Retirees: Judy Bowen, Linda Clark, Mickey Haston, Mary Francis, Elma McKnight, Lana Hurt, 
Phyllis Carr, Melanie Richardson, Peggy Currier, Karen Lamb, Diana Lowe, Neoma Youree 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER BY BOARD CHAIR   
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Reeves-Rogers teacher Shiloh Siegle and followed by a 
Moment of Silence. 
 
II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Dr. Brown and Ms. Phillips simultaneously moved to approve the agenda. Mr. King seconded 
the motion. All approved. 
 
III. APPROVAL OF DIRECTOR’S CONTRACT EXTENSION 
 
Ms. Baker explained that state law requires discussion of renewal of contract as the first item on 
the agenda. The Board packet included a copy of the current contract, which runs through June 
30, 2016. Ms. Baker said that, at the Board’s direction, she drafted the new contract to include an 
extension until June 30, 2019, included a four percent increase in salary, and revised the section 
about speaking engagements to state that the director does not have to get prior approval from 
the Board to speak before conferences, etc. 
 
Dr. Brown moved to approve the director’s contract extension, and Ms. Phillips seconded the 
notion. Vice Chair Rainier requested the vote by roll call. 
 
Jared Barrett:   Yes  Andy Brown:  Yes  Phil King:     Yes 
Collier Smith: Yes  Vice Chair Nancy Rainier: Yes 
 
The vote was unanimous with six approving. 
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IV. COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Recognition of Retirees 
 Judy Bowen  Education Assistant  Hobgood 
 Marilynn Burnworth Bookkeeper   Erma Siegel 
 Phyllis Carr  Cafeteria Manager  Mitchell-Neilson 
 Linda Clark  Principal   Discovery 
 Peggy Currier  Teacher   Mitchell-Neilson 
 Patti Dodd  Teacher   Erma Siegel 
 Mary Francis  Teacher   John Pittard 
 Mickey Haston Teacher   John Pittard 
 Lana Hurt  Teacher   Mercury Heights 
 Marcia Jones  Teacher   Hobgood 
 Karen Lamb  Assistant Principal  Mitchell-Neilson 
 Diana Lowe  Cafeteria Manager  Mitchell-Neilson 
 Emma Lytle  Cafeteria   Discovery  
 Elma McKnight Teacher   Erma Siegel 
 Maggie Meredith Cafeteria   Discovery    
 Walter Owen  Maintenance   Maintenance 
 Marilyn Patterson Mid-Day Assistant  Mitchell-Neilson 
 Melanie Richardson Teacher   Reeves-Rogers 
 Karen Whitaker Teacher   Cason Lane Academy  
 Neoma Youree Cafeteria   Mitchell-Neilson 
 Susan Zumbro  Teacher   Hobgood   
  
Congratulations to Reeves-Rogers’ Shiloh Siegle for being named Shining Star of Read To 
Succeed, and congratulations to Black Fox for being named Read To Succeed School of the 
Year. 
 
School Recycling Champion 
 
Mr. Anderson explained the district’s efforts to recycle and introduced special guests Mimi 
Keisling, Environmental Education Coordinator for Rutherford County Government, and Mac 
Nolen, Solid Waste Director for Rutherford County. Mr. Anderson said the ultimate goal for 
MCS is to achieve a 50 percent recycling effort in volume. The initial goal was to recycle 25 
percent in volume and 10 of the 13 campuses have attained that goal. Mr. Anderson said a 
competition was held among the schools this year resulting in two distinct winners—one for 
being the most creative, and the other for the District Recycling Champion. The award for most 
creative went to Hobgood who produced their own music video encouraging students to be 
green. The Hobgood team will receive mini trash cans with the MCS logo and the words, “Don’t 
trash our future. Recycle!” The winning champion team was Northfield Elementary with a 
recycling rate of 45.7 percent, an increase of 21.9 percent increase from the prior semester. 
Representatives from the Northfield team were on hand to receive the mini Recycling Champion 
dumpster. 
 
V. CONSENT ITEMS 
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Minutes: April 28, 2015 Meeting 
Minutes: April 21, 2015 Budget Meeting 
Board Policy IS 11 – Testing Programs Second Reading 
2015-2016 Board Meeting Calendar 
 
Dr. Brown moved to approve the consent items. Mr. King seconded the motion and all approved. 
 
VI. ACTION ITEMS 
 
2015-2016 Differentiated Pay Plan Proposal 
 
Dr. Gilbert explained that the District is required to provide a Differentiated Pay Plan, and that 
the one proposed is the same as last year offering a $2,000 signing bonus for ESL teachers. Dr. 
Brown moved to approve. Ms. Smith seconded. After discussion, all approved. 
 
VII. REPORTS/INFORMATION 
 
Ms. Baker stated that Public Chapter 250 amends two sections of state law: 39-17-1311 
regarding weapons on park property and 39-17-1310 regarding weapons on school property. She 
said the biggest change to the law is that now if someone has a valid carry permit, handguns are 
allowed on specific property, such as public parks, natural areas, nature trails, campgrounds, 
greenways, waterways, and historic areas. Ms. Baker said the law still prohibits weapons on park 
property that include public parks, playgrounds, civic centers, municipal, county, or state 
government property for recreational purpose. These weapons encompass explosives or 
explosive weapons, short barrel rifles, silencers, knuckles or any other instrument that have no 
common lawful purpose. Handguns are the exception, but are still not allow inside buildings, just 
those outside areas – open park areas. By inserting the handgun exception into the law, Ms. 
Baker said the caveat does not authorize anyone carrying a handgun to be in the immediate 
vicinity of a school related activity.  
 
Ms. Baker said the change to the weapons on school property law previously stated handguns 
could not be on property owned or operated by an educational institution, but new language has 
been added to prohibit handguns on property that is in use by a board of education, and it is 
designed to encompass if a park is being used by a board of education. She said handguns are 
still not allowed on property owned or operated or being used by a school. She said if someone 
brings weapons with the intent to go armed on school property it is a class E felony, and a class 
A misdemeanor to bring them on park property. Ms. Baker said there is still some verbiage in the 
new legislation that have caused cities and school systems to seek clarification. She 
recommended the board have discussions about bringing portable sandwich board signs on field 
trips or in parks to put handgun owners on notice when a school is using the property. 
 
Ms. Smith thanked Ms. Baker for making the board aware of the details. Ms. Smith said she 
would like MCS to follow the signage recommendations of Ms. Baker. Dr. Gilbert asked if the 
parks and recreation department is going to use signs. Ms. Baker said they are and they recently 
had a meeting about revising the signs. She said it might be good idea for the school system to 
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have some signs especially for field trips. Dr. Gilbert suggested looking at getting sandwich 
signs and presenting the cost at the next board meeting for approval, especially if ESP has field 
trips this summer. Ms. Smith recommended signs for the CHOW bus too. Mr. Anderson said the 
signs would have to be secured on buses so they do not fly around. He said he would check with 
transportation. Dr. Brown asked if the legislature gave any clarification on the “immediate 
vicinity” language. Ms. Baker said we have to use common sense and Webster’s general 
definition. Ms. Phillips suggested partnering with the local media outlets to get this information 
to the public and take that extra step to protect the children. 
 
Information Regarding Carrying or Possession of Weapons in Public Recreational Areas 
 
VIII. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Ms. Phillips thanked Ms. Trail and her team for the retirement reception. Ms. Smith asked if 
there was an update on TCAP scores. Dr. Gilbert said she is hoping for quick scores on Monday. 
Ms. Smith said she hopes scores will be in time to make it onto report cards. Vice Chair Rainier 
recognized city council member Madelyn Scales Harris for her attendance at the meeting. 
 
IX. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mr. Barrett moved to adjourn the meeting. Ms. Phillips seconded the motion, and all approved. 
The meeting adjourned at approximately 6:40 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Director of Schools 


