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MINUTES 

Murfreesboro City School Board 

6 p.m., Tuesday, November 10, 2015 

Council Chambers 

 

ATTENDANCE 

 

Chair Butch Campbell, Jared Barrett, Andy Brown, Phil King, Nancy Phillips, Nancy Rainier, 

and Collier Smith. 

 

Staff: Dr. Linda Gilbert, Kristina Maddux, Jenny Ortiz, Greg Lyles, Gary Anderson, Ralph 

Ringstaff, Caresa Dodson, Kim Frank, Joe Marlin, Shavon Davis-Louis, Karen Hawkins, Sheri 

Arnette, and Lea Bartch. 

 

Staff Attorney Kelley Baker. 

 

Guests Murfreesboro Police Chief Glenn Chrisman, Deputy Chief Mike Bowan, Major Clyde 

Adkison, and School Safety Education Officer Daniel Parkhurst. 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER BY BOARD CHAIR   

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by School Safety Education Officer (SSEO) Daniel Parkhurst. 

The Pledge was immediately followed by a moment of silence. 

 

II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Dr. Brown moved to approve the agenda. Mr. Barrett seconded the motion. All approved by 

saying aye. 

 

III. COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Dr. Gilbert opened communications by reading and presenting a proclamation recognizing 

Murfreesboro Police Chief Glenn Chrisman for his dedication and service to Murfreesboro City 

Schools. Chief Chrisman had previously announced his retirement at the end of this year. Dr. 

Gilbert and Chair Campbell expressed their deep gratitude for the chief’s vision and service to 

the schools and the community. 

 

Dr. Gilbert made the following announcements:  

 

 Congratulations to Hobgood ELL teacher Sarah Chumney for obtaining National Board 

Certification. 

 Thank you to the Kindergarten classes at Overall Creek for their donation of $1,249.15 to 

the Indigent Children’s Fund. 

 Thank you to Farm Credit Mid America for their furniture donation to Bradley Academy. 
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 Thank you to TouchPoint, a food service provider for St. Thomas Rutherford, for their 

donation of coats, gloves, and winter accessories for the students of MCS. 

 Congratulations to Discovery School Robotics for placing in the top three for regional 

BEST competition. Discovery School will now compete at Auburn University. 

 Thanks to the Murfreesboro Symphony Orchestra for their partnership with MCS in 

providing the free Latin American Family Concert performed at Bradley Academy on 

Sunday, November 1. 

 TSBA Leadership Conference and Convention is November 13-16. 

 American Education Week- 94th annual American Education Week sponsored by 

NEA—November 16-20, 2015—presents everyone with an opportunity to celebrate 

public education and honor individuals who are making a difference in ensuring every 

child receives a quality education. 

 The City Schools Foundation’s Excellence in Education Gala is scheduled for Friday, 

February 5, 2016 at Stones River Country Club. 

 In honor of Veteran’s Day tomorrow, MCS salutes our veterans. 

 

IV. CONSENT ITEMS 

 

Retreat Minutes: August 28, 2015 Meeting 

Minutes: October 27, 2015 Meeting 

Certification of LEA Compliance 

Approval of Contract for Coordinator of ESL and Title Compliance 

 

Dr. Brown moved to approve Consent Items. Mr. Barrett seconded. All approved by saying aye. 

 

V. ACTION ITEMS 

 

Approval of Rezoning Plan 

 

Mr. Anderson reviewed the rezoning plan noting that two public meetings were held and each 

Board member reviewed the plans individually. He stated that letters were sent to all parents 

whose children might be affected by the rezoning plan. Mr. Anderson noted that the rezoning 

would resolve the capacity issue at Reeves-Rogers and take students out of the portables and 

back into the classroom.  

 

Ms. Phillips commended Mr. Anderson and staff for the very sensitive way the rezoning was 

handled acknowledging that it is always difficult to manage rezoning. She said she supports the 

zoning plan. Dr. Brown said it was short notice to Hobgood parents and asked if Mr. Anderson 

had received any communications from Hobgood parents. Mr. Anderson said the Hobgood 

parents were also afforded the opportunity to attend Northfield, and there were no calls or 

comments from any parents. Mr. Barrett commended Mr. Anderson on keeping the communities 

together. Ms. Smith asked when the next major overhaul would be for rezoning. Mr. Anderson 

said it would be with the building of the new school. 

 

Ms. Phillips moved to approve the agenda. Ms. Smith seconded. All approved by saying aye. 
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Board Policy STU 64 Sudden Cardiac Arrest (first reading) 

 

Ms. Baker reviewed Board Policy STU 64 Sudden Cardiac Arrest Prevention Policy. Ms. Baker 

explained that this policy must be in effect January 1, 2016, pursuant to state law. She reviewed 

what the policy entails and explained what it means to MCS identifying three components: 

training and signature of form by parents, removal of athlete if exhibiting symptoms, 

requirement for youth athletes to be cleared by a licensed health care professional before being 

able to return to practice or play. Dr. Brown said it’s a policy that will have unintended 

consequences. He said, as a physician, the policy is not well written. He cited inconsistencies 

where symptoms are identified. Dr. Brown said athletes may exhibit these symptoms under 

normal practice such as shortness of breath, and for them to have to be cleared medically will 

incur a lot of expense. Chair Campbell said the discipline for a coach found in violation of the 

policy is too lenient. Ms. Rainier recommended removing consequence “b” under number 10 of 

the policy and replacing it with consequence “c”. Ms. Smith said she thinks the policy will put an 

undue burden on elementary coaches. After further comments from each Board member, the 

Board collectively decided to move forward with the first reading and contact legislators about 

the writing of the bill. Ms. Baker provided the reference information - Public Chapter 325, 

Senate Bill 985, and House Bill 32. Ms. Rainier moved to approve the policy on first reading 

with the recommended change. Ms. Phillips seconded the motion, and all approved by saying 

aye. 

 

VI. REPORTS/INFORMATION   

 

Inclement Weather/School Closing Procedure 

 

Dr. Gilbert reviewed Administrative Directive STU1 Weather-Related Delay and School Closing 

to remind the Board and the public of MCS procedures during inclement weather. Dr. Gilbert 

said we look at the safety of the buses and the children. There are several departments involved 

in this decision including the Murfreesboro Police Department. Information will be tweeted and 

all local and Nashville media contacted. Ms. Rainier said she has an issue with the policy that 

teachers are required to be there when students are allowed to be two hours late. Dr. Gilbert said 

she prefers to cancel school rather than starting late or closing early because that is confusing, 

causes absenteeism, and other problems. Mr. King asked if it is possible that the County would 

cancel school and the City would not. Dr. Gilbert said absolutely, citing differences in roads. 

  

ESEA/IDEA Report 

 

Ms. Hawkins and Mr. Marlin presented the ESEA/IDEA Report. Exemplary Practices and 

improvement recommendations. Ms. Hawkins stated that monitors visited MCS October 20-23. 

She said that, in the past, monitors have been very compliance oriented but the visit was a bit 

different this time and for the best. She said there was a shift in focus on more about practices 

that result in good things for students. Ms. Hawkins said the monitors cited two exemplary 

practices: (1) this district has many community partners from backpack to buddy programs, 

tutoring, and the CHOW bus; and (2) Mr. Marlin said they were impressed with the school level 

support plans (CI3T) and that we have them in all of our schools. He said they noticed as they 

visited schools that they were making a difference for students. Ms. Hawkins said the monitors 
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also made recommendations. Recommendations included capitalizing on the ways parents can 

help students be successful in the schools especially since there is already a great deal of parental 

involvement. Ms. Hawkins said these are just recommendations and not compliance issues. Mr. 

Marlin said some of their recommendations were things we have already started in the district 

such as inclusion, comprehensive schedules, and uploading all documentation into a system. Ms. 

Hawkins said there were two areas they asked us to correct and both happened in the area of 

record review of two students. One document required several signatures by the parent and one 

of the signature lines was not signed, and the other instance was that all records had not been 

received on a student who transferred here from another district. 

 

VII. OTHER BUSINESS 

 

Ms. Rainier asked if we have moved in the direction of TSBA completing policies. Ms. Baker 

said yes, that she is completing a questionnaire and should have it to them Thursday. 

 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business, Mr. Barrett moved to adjourn, and Dr. Brown seconded. The 

meeting adjourned at approximately 7:08 p.m. 

 

 

 

______________________________________ 

Director of Schools 


