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MINUTES 
Murfreesboro City School Board 

Special Called Policy Meeting 
6 p.m., Tuesday, June 10, 2014  

Council Chambers 
 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 
ATTENDANCE: 
 
Board Members: Chair Butch Campbell, Vice Chair Nancy Rainier, Collier Smith, Phil King, 
Nancy Phillips, Andy Brown, Jared Barrett, Ron Washington 
 
City Attorney: Kelley Baker 
 
Staff: Dr. Linda Gilbert, Gary Anderson, Sheri Arnette, Lisa Trail, Sandy Scheele 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER BY BOARD CHAIR 
 
Dr. Brown moved to approve the agenda. Ms. Smith seconded. The motion carried. 
 

II. BOARD POLICY REVIEW 
 
For Discussion: 
 
SS 12 – Student Fees and Fines (Review) 

 
Ms. Baker said all of the policies on this agenda are based on State statutes and are required to 
put MCS in compliance with State and Federal laws.  
 
After some discussion about the language in the policy, the Board approved policy SS 12 to be 
placed on the next agenda for first reading.  
 

STU 14 – Student Records Annual Notification of Rights (Review) 
 

Ms. Baker said that STU 14 is the policy that deals with the federal statute regarding Family 
Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). Ms. Baker said because the current recommended 
model notice is much more detailed than MCS’ current policy, she plans to revise the language 
to meet the more detailed language of the FERPA requirements.  
 
Dr. Gilbert raised the issue of what information should be included in the student directories. 
After discussion by the Board, Mr. Barrett said that more discussion is needed on this policy. Ms. 
Baker said she will take the directory information issues to the schools to see what information 
they think is needed and what is not needed. Due to the time of year and school not being in 
session, she said it may be later before she brings the policy back to the Board. 
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STU 16 – Students Records Use of Records (Review) 
 

Ms. Baker explained that this policy is based on FERPA and it sets forth times that information 
can be released without parental consent. Ms. Baker said she will check the policy against 
federal regulations but she does not think there have been any changes. There was some 
discussion on giving out student information and parent authorization forms.  
 

STU 17 – Name on Pupil Records (Review) 
 

Ms. Baker said STU 17 is based on T.C.A. §49-6-5106, which mandates that the name on a 
child’s birth certificate or a court order is the name that is required to be used on the student’s 
school records.  
 

III. 2013-2014 SCHOOL DEBT SERVICE FUND BUDGET AMENDMENT 
 
Mr. Anderson explained that the next three items on the agenda are budget amendments 
requested by the City. Since MCS is an entity under the City of Murfreesboro, the City has 
requested that MCS use the same language in their budget as the City does. There would actually 
be no change of money in or out. It is solely for the purpose of our documents aligning with their 
documents.  
 
Ms. Rainier moved to accept the change; Dr. Brown seconded. The motion carried.  

 
IV. 2014-2015 PROPOSED SCHOOL DEBT SERVICE FUND BUDGET 

 
Mr. Anderson said this is one of the three items requested be changed by the City reiterating that 
there is no money in or out and the purpose is to make sure we are aligned with the City, and 
speaking the same language for the purpose of audits. 
 
Mr. Barrett moved to accept the changes. Ms. Smith seconded, and the motion carried. 
 

V. 2014-2015 BUDGET AMENDMENT 
 
This is the third item requested by the City, reported Mr. Anderson and it relates directly to the 
School Board budget document. The City has requested us to report expenditures for computers 
and energy by using certain codes and separating those from our budget and putting them on a 
separate page.  
 
Dr. Brown moved to approve the change, and Mr. Barrett seconded. The motion carried. 
 

VI. GRANT APPLICATION APPROVAL 
 
Dr. Gilbert explained this item refers to Murfreesboro Police Department’s application for a 
grant that will help the department expand what they do with MCS. She said there is nothing for 
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the Board to approve but wanted to make them aware that we will be signing a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) if the department gets the grant. 
 

VII. HOBGOOD ROOF REPLACEMENT APPROVAL 
 
Mr. Anderson said that a survey was done and this structure that was not supposed to fail but it 
did. He said we are asking the Board to approve the base bid of $55,847 so we can fix the part of 
the roof that is leaking now. He added that it would have to be paid out of the fund balance 
because it is not in any budget at this time. 
 
Following some discussion Mr. Barrett moved to approve the base bid from Porter Roofing. Dr. 
Brown seconded, and the motion carried. 
 

VIII. COMMUNITY ELIGIBILITY 
 
Mr. Anderson explained to the Board that the federal government passed an initiative in 2010 
that has been piloted in 11 different states and provides free meals to all students whose districts 
participate in the program. Mr. Anderson said that we have asked our food service department to 
see if this is a possibility for MCS. This means our students would get breakfast and lunch at no 
charge to them. Because of the way our free and reduced population is reported through TANF, 
MCS would qualify to participate in this program. Monetarily, Mr. Anderson continued, we 
would probably break even but it will provide for every child in our system. He stated we are 
bringing it to the Board because it is something we would like to do, as a district, for our 
children. Ms. Scheele, Director of Food and Nutrition, explained that qualifications have already 
been met and all we would have to do is check the yes box on the USDA forms that we already 
use indicating we do want to participate. Eligibility will be locked in for four years; however, our 
option to continue the program will be on an annual basis. Chair Campbell asked what would be 
the negative side if we do not apply for it. Ms. Scheele said students would not get the free meals 
and lunch prices will increase annually. Ms. Scheele said that no Board action is needed.  
 

IX. WAIVER OF TCAP SCORES ON STUDENT REPORT CARD 
 
Dr. Gilbert explained that the waiver of TCAP scores on the student report card was necessary 
because the State said the TCAP scores were going to be as late by as much as six weeks, yet 
State law requires TCAP scores be included in grades 3-12 report cards. Dr. Gilbert said there 
may be students who would need their final grades to include those scores to meet the 
requirements of an academically based school. We would hand calculate grades to accommodate 
those students. The Board does need to vote to waive the TCAP scores on the report cards so that 
we are in compliance with the State laws. Ms. Smith voiced her frustration that our parents, 
teachers, and students did their jobs to prepare for the TCAP and the State Department of 
Education let us down. She stated that we need an answer about why these results were late and 
what changes are in place to ensure this will not happen again. Other Board Members strongly 
agreed and mentioned writing to the State regarding their sentiments. 
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Ms. Smith thanked Dr. Gilbert for coordinating with Rutherford County Schools (RCS) 
Superintendant Dr. Don Odom and Central Magnet School Principal Dr. John Ash regarding the 
challenges involved with the admissions process for Central and other merit-based schools. An 
agreement has been reached between MCS and RCS regarding admission requiring the 2014 
grades and scores. RCS will send MCS Director of Schools the list of applicants; MCS will 
calculate the scores with TCAP Quick Scores averaged into the fourth quarter of the 2014 
transcripts. MCS will then send the comprehensive results back to RCS. After discussion, Ms. 
Smith moved to approve the waiver and to also provide students and/or schools needing TCAP 
scores as an admission requirement, a calculation of the final grade with TCAP included for 
those. Ms. Phillips seconded, and the motion carried. 

 
X. REVIEW OF JUNE 24, 2014 DRAFT AGENDA 

 
Mr. Barrett requested that discussion of a joint school board meeting between the County and 
City systems be added as an item to the agenda. Ms. Rainier said she would like to have a Board 
Retreat before school starts. Chair Campbell told Board members to coordinate calendars for a 
date. 
 

XI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at approximately 8:04 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Director of Schools 

 


